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To all Ingenious Perſons, who Heartily Deſire, to Pre-- - 
| vent Tranſportation of W O O L L. 


; | 'He following Account gives a Relation of ſome part of my Pro-. lg 
ceedings, occaſioned upon two Conſideratiaons . | 
id. The taking off *Cnjuſt and Malitious Refleions caſt upon me.. 
2d. Conſerning the little Encouragement Thave recived in my Pro-. 
ſecutions, for the King and Kingdoms Good. 
1 will not here Init upon partuulars, but wholly ſubmit my ſelf to 
the Judgement and Opinion of the Reader, upon peruſing, and delibe- . 
3 | rately conſidering of the Matter contained in the enſuing Diſcourſe. 
It is ſomembat hard that ſuch a Burthen ſhould lie upon one Man, . 
| who ts not only to Anſwer Objettions made by the Common Enemy, but.. 
| alſo to make an Appology t0.theſe who axe mote Immedjatsly concerns 
; ed ; belides the great Pains and Fatigues of wy Solicitations, and « 
| Frequent long Tourneys,with| 0 much anger into the Country... .. | 
/ Neversheleſs T ſhall not be- ſparing of my utmoſt Endeavours and . 
Pains for Carrying on ſo Publick and General a Good ; and doubt nt 
but in a ſhort time to demonſtrate how all the Nation,from his Majeſty, _ 
| 70 the meanecſt Tradſeman are more or leſs concerned and influenced by 
BW the Fatal and miſchicvois Exporfation of:Wooll, out of theſe Kzng- - 
£ Aoms. | 
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| Of William Carter Againſt TRANSPORTATION 


” 
b 


Yereasdivers Merchants, Clothiers and Fa&ors, upon conſideration of the great detri- 


ment that accrued to this Kingdom and to the, Woolten Trade thereof, In that great 
uantiti 8 of Wooll were tranſported frequently into France, Holland, and Flanders &c. did de- 


re and encourage me, to endeyour the preventing the fame ; which new Marat yt 7 


and tho' the wiſdoin of our Anceffers found irſo miftheivons and deſirudtive to this Kingdom, / 


undertake, J perceived that tho' there were many fevere Laws made agai 
ds to make the Offence Capital ; norwithſtanding either by the wilful corruprion, or grols neg- 
le& of Officers, great quantities of Wooll were clandeſtinely exparted, by thoſe who, for a 
htt'e private gain to themſelves, dare venture their Necks, toruin the Trade of a Nation. 
Applying my ſelf therefore cheerfolly toſo neceſſary a Work in Auguſt 1667, 1 made a diſco. 
very of twelve French Shallops loaded in one Night, from Rumney-Marſh inKent, with confjder- 


able quantities of Wooll, and ſomerime afterwards, I cauſed a quantity of Wool}, to be ſcized | 
as it was carrying orn'the Beach, near Camber Point inthe ſaid Marſh, in order to be ſhipped on 


board ſome Shallops,' thatlay in &ye Harbour. - 

' Talfo'diſcovered great quantities of Woolh, li 
though m rhat King” cXporta 
cence be exported into England. 


National Dangers thereof, torhe Houſe of Commons, which being r a Commute 
conſider of, they examining of the 11h exportations, ſbon' found the groutd of thar Miſc 
to be, thiar unc!er colour of a Licence granted by tic te Majeſtic, to expe ſome hundred 
Packs of Wooil, ſ-veral rhowfand Packs wers ipooy ' that, Licence from. relaxd: U 


which the fai4 Commirtee made an Ad refs to his.ſaid Majeft e; roreyoke the (aid Licence, for 


the apparent frauds praftiied therein, which his Majeftie accordingly. 


Aitec the a.jjnrnment of thay Parliament, upon the importunity of the faid Merchants, and 

_ the Wooll-exporters, by their impunity grawn to ſuch confidence, as to Ship off their 
openly in the day time, with armed Mer toafliſt them, in the doi hereof 1 PEnte 

xTY 

id 


Wool 
oned his ſaid Maje'tie for a party of Horfe to .coitt about Kenny Matfh,,a d ſotve Fr has 
cruſe at Sea. to. prev2nt thoſe Exportarions, Which! by his ſaid Majeſtys Grace'an1 Fa Fry 14 
obtain, and by my attendance, fo netime ar 5a, 1d ſfomerimes Fan, W cones 

times two Servants, 4id prevent the expyreation of above one Thouſand 'Packs of \ 
Sammer from the ſai:i Marſh, and by that 


which the Year before was moſt of it Exported. | | De. 
' Ta September 1668, T preſented tome propoſ:ls to his ſaid Majeſty. in Council, in order to pre- 


vent the ſaid exportations, which were referred the 20th .of  Noverber follgwing to the Crun- , 


cil, of Trade, with, this particular Order, ( Viz.,) "You are very Bray ro enquire, and in 


"form yoor {Ives by what ways and praQtiſes the Wool! of this' Kingdom-comes ro be ſtallen, 


"embxſled, and ſent away inro forreign Patts, contrary to Law z what places ( Tc. ) aremoſt 


"ſuſpcRed in £2/2n4 or ctfe where, and who dorh bh+ the fai4 Woolt 1n thoſe places, to the - 


"end that nothing of care or warchi may be'onnred, Hor that all ſuch' ftri& and ſevere” courfes 
"be taken, that aneyil, fo miicheivous and inconveutent, may be to.ally pr; vented. 
A | When 


W. 


rOhibired, unlefs the ſame by Li- 


At the next Parliament, in November 1657, 1 preſented the exportation 'of Wooll, 'and the © 
Lid eferred to a Commutree, to. 


id (ome- 
ooll that ' 
eatis was bought up by the Clothiers and Staplers, 


_ I 


EW! 


When I carryed this Order, with my Propoſals, to the ſaid Council of Trade, they imme- 
diatly choſe a ſelet Committee on purpoſe xo -perufe them, where I was ordered to attend, 
which attendance laſted a_goo rt of that Winter ; the ſaid Committee ſummoned and heard 
divers Merchants, ClotWiers, Factors, and 4 py and theh niade cHeirRepEary whictiwas 
Read befor&his/Majeffy id Courgil, wyow which an Order was made the & of AÞril 165y. in 
theſe words ( viz.) | | WE Or 52s 

whertas in parſicute of an Oritar of this Board, 'of the 20th. of November lift, reftrring to the 
Council of Trade tbt Propoſals of William Carter, for preventing the Zxportation of Wool ; the ſaid 
Conncel having returned their _— to the Bonyd, that having diſc ourſed with the ſaid Willam Carter, 
and ſuch other Perſons, as they thought capable of giving them any good information, touching this mat- 
tation of 'goll, « of + cp conſequence to the Trade of this Kingdom, and 
into prattiqy; as wellthy reſon of the hubtfulbuſs and priviſſens in the Statute 
#n2de in the 2 yer of bus Maje obibing the po gfeion cf Wooll, as by the neg/e# 
and remiſſneſs of Ss, in not FJ execution ; hd therefore propoſed, thar the 
care of that buſineſs, ſhould: be eſpecially recommended. to the Prefident and Governory ef 
Chrifts Hoſpital in. Zondon, for the ſ{eyeral Reaſons.in the ſaid Report, purſuant to which Report, 
his Majeſtie direfted a Commiſſion to paſs under the great.Seal of England for that purpoſe, to 
the ſaid Preſedent and Governors ; "but hefore the CommilFon paſt under Seal; T did carr? the 
ſaid Report, and Order upor;it.to.the Prefidertt and Gevernors of the ſaid Hoſpital,. who imme- 
diately cauſed a Courtt&be called, andupan reading thereof, did accent of that Authority 
then intended to be given them, un pon which Tinformed the Counci] of. their wjllingnels there- 
in, and did then proceed and ſolicite the þuſinels ſo far, as to paſs rhe Commiſion at mv own 
charge, under the geen: Seal, and carried. it-to the I'refident and Governors, in expectation 
they would have taken it upon then, as they had agreed, - bur in ſome. ſort time after they de- 
clined\ the imployment, and.returned the Commilon back.to-the King and Council, and plains. 
ly refuſed:to.a& therein, upon ſome frivolous. obje&ions, without allow ing, me, one penny for 


the. money.expended, which-was nor Teſs they 401. beſides my own Labour avd Attendance. > . 
The next Salton 6f Parliament, pore the year 166g Sr. hitak > b1idgran the then Lord 
Keeper,brought.into.the;Houle. of Lords an-explainitory Bill for hindring, the ſaid Exportation, 


ter, they find the 
that the ſame bath gr 


under.ſome new penalties. , ...:, 0H. ? ed a 25 ade 
Before which time Willizm Facon of Canterbury i76oll-Comber, and.one Marſh of Hoabam near 
Dover a. Farmer, wers brought up before. the [Houſe of Cemmons for Exporting..44 Packs 
Combed oo! from Canterbury, where being c$amined, they were ordred to be tryed at the- 
the next Aſſizesat. Maidore 10 Kent, whereupon I was.comanded by his Maje/tie and Council,to. 
proſecute thein: agord;ng to lo wah Raid Felony;but when TI catne to Maidfone T could not. 
hear of any Tuch perſbn, there h a6.yo Recogniſance taken. for thejt appearing there, nor any; 
Witneſlcs attending. to;provethe. ad, ſo 1Joft, my Jorn y but afterwards I wndeiſtood. that, 
he had'compounded with his Aceuſers, and taken-off the Witneſſes, ſo-that the Order . of the. 
Houſe of Commons, and his Majeſties care therein, proved altogerher ineffeual. | 
About Anguft following in-the ſameyear 166g,. underſtanding, that the Late Earl of Radnor 
was defigned to go Lord Leiytenapt for 1r4and, I,petioneIhis Majeliie in Council, for ſome 
care f0 be-taken 1a, greventing the Exportatian of Wooll from Ireland, who was pleaſed to Or-, 
der a Letter. in Counel}, ropmendihg the care thereof, to the ſajd, Lord Lieytevant, on whome, 
I walted @ Ws Jepareure ap far.gs 5  Albans,. and at ty parting with his Excellency there, he 
promiſe: Net eftyally therein, which hjs. Loriiſhip. did accordingly : In ſo much, that. 
within -11x weeks time after he came to re/and, there were Ianded at Minehiag, above one 
thouſand Packs of 09/{more in that time, than had beefi.there landed within the like ſpace of 
rime, in any year before, and the like proportionable at Ziverpos!, Cheſter, Briſtol and Barnſtble, 
which quantitie of Wool in other years uſed to be Exported out of Jreland. beyond, the. Seas, 
upon pretehice of being ſhipt for England, .. © © oe oe bets , 
In a ſhort tine after, .T mage a diſcovery of fixe Veſſels loaden with 70 arived at Calice in- 
France, one of which belonging to Dover, two. to Folkfont, and two to Hythe in the County of 
Rene, upon wETch the Lord- Keeper was ordied bby,the King in Council, to write a lefter, to the 
Mayors of Dover, Fo!k/tone and Hythe, which was to this effec. ©... 4, von” 


: 
+ 


& 


hy. 


Gentlemen, 
Þ His braver William Carter brings #tong with bim « Copy of an Inforviation, thudiynins tht 
' Travſportation of Wobll; bas rt bting 4 _ of j0 high Coctrnment to bis Majeſtle andl this 
King 1019, 45 ſcarct any thing move, to prevent the Tran portatron of Wool,” znd the puni) mie of thi 
Offerdtrs ; I do earneftly ricommentl'it to y1u;to exam the Perſons namtd in the Information; and +6 ma "y 
all the enquiry you can, concerning thiſe and ſuch others, as you ſhall have cauje to ſuſpett to be grilty in 
this hind, and to certifit what you find hertin, that bis Majeſtie in Council may give further Orders there» 
upon, not doubting of your care herein, al - 


Yonur Loving Friend 
E/[. Houſe, Aug. 30» F: | 
—_— * Orlanao Britgman. 


With this Letter T-rod Poſt to Dover, and having there fecured one Thomgs Peirce, a Maſter 
of one of the ſaid Veſſels; whilſt he was examining before the Mayor,his wife being preſent, and 
hearing the,names. read of the other Maſters at Fo!kſtone, and Hythe in. the Information men- 
tioned, an:i her Husbands Veſſel then lying at Folkftove, ſhe preſently gets a Horſe and” rides 
thicher, and dilcovers-the buſineſs there ; by which means, when I came to Fo!b@o, ( tho? it 
was the ſame day ) I was fruſtrated of my deſign there, the Mayor and Maſters being al got 
out of the way before I came, but haſting to Hythe, by chance met with ofhie - Mark Spicer, 
Maſter of another of the ſaid Veſſel:: Bur before I could find the Mayor of Hythe, to examine 
the ſaid <picer, he made his eſcape towards Fo/bftone, whether 1 followed him, and juft as he 

me to the Sea fide, where a Boat lay toreceive-him, I ſeized him ; but the Women of che 

Town being before alaramed by Perce's Wife (ic being all 'im one day ) came out of their 
Hou'es, and gathered up {tones upon the Beach, which they flung aboyr my ears ſo yiotently, 
that having no help, 1. was forced to quit my Priſoner, hardly eſcaping my ſelfe, 

Returning back to Tofdon, : mTo 1 on Court, 1 
went thither and waited onthe Lord Keeper Bridgman, to whome I gave an account of my 
whole Journey, his Lordſhip ordred me to attend while the Council fate, which I did, and was 
then called in and relatedall the ſaid particular paſſages to his Majeſtte, who was pleafed to 
command me to go down jnfo Kent again, and ordered a party of Horſe to affiſt me. 

But before the party of Horſe were ready, I recetved an Information of Ten Thouſand 
Stones of ol, Shipt in five Veſſels from Ga/away 1a /reland, and coulorably entred for Ply- 
mouth and London, &c. ; > HC 

I better knowing, than being able to prevent the uſual Frauds praiſed in 1reland, where 
under pretence of getting a Licence from the Lord Livetenant, to Ship Woollfor England, ſome- 
times double the quantity Licenced was Shipr, and the Law requiring Bgnds with fureties, to 
be given for landing the Tool! Licenced at ſome Port in England, ſome times inſufficient Secu- 
ricy was taken, and fb the Bonds were of no effe&, ſometimes falſe and counterfeit Certificates 
were procured out of Erg/and, indiſcharge of thofe Bonds, that the woo! was landed in mrg- 
1and, when in truth it 'was nor, ſometimes thoſe Bonds tho? aQualy forfited and deteRted, yer 
were eaſily compounded for at low and cheapRates,' and at other times by, the corruption of 
Officers, ſeveral Bonds were compounded for; affoon as they were entred into, even before the 
departure of the Veſſel -onr of the Port, whereby Offenders were incouraged-to break the Laws, 
; by knowing and paying the price of*their Puniſhment before they committed- the Offence; 
which miſcheifs being wilting co obviate fo far as I was able, upon diligent '<fiquiring, I had 
good reaſon to ſuſpe&;, the ſaid Ten Thouſand Stone of Wwooll.was really deſigned to be Export- 
ed beyond the Sea, and not intended either for Plymdub or London,  as' was- pretended by the 
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And thereuponlT applyed my ſelf to the then Farmers ofhis Majeſties Cuſtoms, for an order 
toride down into the Southern Ports, to examine what M?ooll was lately: come thither 
from /re/arnd, to prevent Frauds by counterfit Certificates, which I obtained. Being arrived 
at Exetry with their Order, I underſtood, that one Blabe an 1114 Man had been lately there, 
rampering with. ſome. .ot the. Cuſtom Officers, to get the. Form. of their uſual Seal, and. the 
Names ofthe ſaid Officers ; upon which I 1mmediatly wrote to my Correſpondent in ire/atd, 
whoupon my Information found out the ſaid Blake at Gallrwray, and. diſcovered that 'he was 
concerned in all, or moſt of the ſaid five Veſſels, and that he had'goiten counterfit Certificates, 
Importing as if the faid W ooll had been really hnded in Seat | when It was not, and by 
that Means was deſigning to ger.up or diſcharge the faid Bonds, but I prcvente1 the doing there» 
of by examining the fatter, and finding that ſome of thoſe Veſict> unloaded their Woell at 
Fluſhen in Ze!and, :ome at Amſterdam, and one at St. Ma os in France; of the Truth - of which I 
procured Oaths and Atteſtationg, -fome of which are now in my Cuſto ly, whereby thoſe falce 
Certificates weredere@ed, and the aiſcharge of thoſe Bonds prevent-d. PN 

Afterwaids returning to L#:don, and diſpatching into Kent, according to His Majeſtic's Com- 
mand, the Party of Horſe being ther gone hefore to C anrbwy, for my Aﬀfiſtance ip Rumrey- 
Marſh, we had Notice of a parcel of Wooll, ſecured in a Houle ca:led Brobman's Barn, which 
ſecuring and the Perſon in whole Cuſtody it was,a great Diicovery by him; of other Exporters ) 
was made and proſecuted, as more fully may appar here fer. 


&> Note, That William Facon before nention-d, who Dag been before the Hoiſe of Commons, Armo' 


| Dom. 1668, was bronght up to the Kirg and Council, in Anno Dom. 166g, and before he could hive 


bis Tryal, was privately Compounded with by bis Accuſers the ſecond time, tho" the King bad exp eſly 
ordered h:'s 'Tryal, Io | 


' Ta September 1669, the Late King going to meet His Siſter the Princes Fenrereta Maris, at Dover, 
{ during His aboad there) going out one day toSea, and obſerving a Veſſel belonging ro Cap- 
tain. Foþn Steell, Sergeant ro the, Admiralty, ro.out Saif any of !-is own Pleaſure Bolts :' Stich' 
was the-Zeal His Majeſty had agaiaſt the Exportation of Wooll, and his Care to preventit, that 
He was pleaſed to hi;ze Hero purpoſ: for that Service, Commanding the Aſſiſtance of my Ad- 
vice.to the Captain, ih Crpfing abonr' the ©nalt of Kent, ''to prevehit the ſaid Exportation, 
which was ſo ſuccesful, with ſome other Veſſcls for ſome time, that together with the Diſcove- 
ry before mentioned, both as. to Ireland and Kent, a great ſiop was then put to the ſaid Expor- 
ration; which is confirmed in a Letter, afterwards wrote from. Li/e', the 5th; of 
Azarch 1671, viz. | | B FF re 1.08 


* 4 , 


Sir. 


FT Recetved Yours of the 19th. & 27th. of February,. undvy c0- 
vert, &c. about the waoll Aﬀtir 5 Fhave much Reaſon to believe, unleſs ſome are made Examples, there 
will be coutinual Abuſe; the Comodity both Engliſh and Iriſh, Raw and Combed, abound. ſo » uth in- theſe” 
counries,. that for that which-would yeila, not long ſme &Stivers aud. 4 balf per, Pound , will yeitd 
nom but 6 and a hazy ;. yet they wonld be content to give 15, rather than want it, for they cannot makg 
ebundarce of Fabrik, viz. Wollen Manufatture,' without Engliſh or. Iriſk Wooll,, , * 

There is a City not 5 Leaguts from this, calltd Tourney, a Place renownd, for the making of all ſorts 
of Stockings of Woolt;, it”'s not above 20 Years (once, that they betook themjelves to maky the. Worfled 
Hoſe ; A Trade, which in my Minority, was conſt 'erable from London,. #nto theſe Countrics,, aud now 
304 may have a Parceb of Engliſh worfled Hoſt 20 Years by youy &c. | 

1t*s not above three Year; agon, that here was aſcarcity of Combed wool!, in this Quarter of the Coun- 
try, and ſeveral of thoſe Srocking Merchants, came bither zo buy ſome 5, x tol4 them, that ſub ſeqerity 
was uſed in England, that. People Hrere madif they Adventure, it 91s: 3; | The 


«C. 


\ 


The next Seffion of Parliament 1670, the Hovſe of Commens being under the Conſideration 
of raifing of Money for His Majeſty ; it was propounded, that Wooll might be Tranſported 
from 1reland, paying 24. or 3d. Per. pound Cuſtom, and3 reaſons was offered, the anſwer 
te which; I (Hall now wave tell I come the to proceeding in Parlement in a diſtinct diſcourſe, 

The Parliament then adjourning in the year 1671, I ſetled a Correſpondancy in IVland and 
Flantlers, in order to know, whether the quantities of Pool exported from one was caried to 
the other, an direRed Captain Stze!, the Owner and Maſter of the Veſlc] beforementioned, 
to fear hi: courſe accordingly, bur after this Coreſpondancy was ſctled I was taken ill of a 
Feavor in 7w1e 169 i which held me 4 monthes, and a little time after the ſaid Veſiel was called 
in, and ſo. the Exporters for ſome rime had liberty to carry out their #02 without controul, 

Ia 4u2aft 1671 one Elward 'ichils, being commited ro Newgate dureing my ſickneſs for 
Tranſporting Woo//,a .d no per'on being wiiling ro proſecute him,was hke to bediſcharged upon 
which I aCoon as I was recovered did Immeciarely addreſs my ſelf to his Majcſtie in Council, 
for the further conrinvance of theſiid Nichols in Prifon,till he ſhould be diſcharged by Law, and 
an O:dcr was :orthwith granted accordingly. But there aroſe a' Qu-ſtian before the King and 
Council, in w1:at Court he ſhovld be cre !, whether by the Admiralty, or by common Law, 
( tize Veſſel being taken with the'7 colin the River of Thfres near Graves-end ) and it was refer'd 
to zl] the Judges t- mzet and confide: the matter, and aiterwar''s to Report their Opinion to 
the Ri g, upon which Report, it was debated before the King in the preſence of the ſaid Jug- 
es, an1 the then yudg -f the At wiralty. whitter the ſaid Nichols ſhovid be tryed by Common 
Law or not, an.: after a loug couſultation inthe Council, it was Orderedas tollowerth, ( viz.) 


_ 


White Hall the *' 3th. of December 1671 : I: is this day Ordered by 
his Majeſtie in Counci!, t.at the Recorder of t.e City of London 
ao, and is he-evy requirid, by the ' eſt wayes he can, ſreediy to find. 
out in what Coun:y tat part of the ver of Thames lyeth, wherein 
the ſaid Edward Nichols was ' apprehended, for Tranſporting of 
W odll- contrary-4o Lean, ad that be- the {me to the Lord 


Cheif Juſtice of his Majsſties Court of Kings Bench ; to the end his 
Lordlhip-may give order for removal of the Tad Priſoner, 10 the Goal 
of the faid County,. where it ſhall appear he was taken, in oxder to his 
T7 yal at the next Aſſizes,. to-be holden for that County. 


But the barthen and care of obſerving this Order, . lay cheifly on me :. Fho' the Veſſel was 
in truth taken with the Woo!l on board on the xfſex thore, and for that reaſon the Priſoner re- 
moved to Chelmsford Goal, and thence brought to Tryal at Chelmsford Aflizes,. yet upon exa- 
miniog the Witneſſes on the Tryal it cid appear, that the Priſoi.cr was not ſecured when the 
Veſicl was Seize, tho' then on Board, but got away our of the Veſſel, and two daies after 
were taken on Shore at Graves-eud, -upon which the Tryal was Ordered to be at the then next 
Mai:ftone Aſſizes, held for the County of Xenz, which was the 12th. of March 1671, Where« 
upon my proſecution, the ſaid Nichols was tryed and Convidted of.Felony, as afterward will 
more fully appear : About which timeI did alſo diſcover the owner of the Wooll for. which 
Ni-bols was Convitt, and caufed-him tobe taken into Cuſtody,. and un:o Tryal alſo; bur not- 
withſtanding, his mony purchaſed ſuch Intre#?, that he did Compound and was diſcharged, 
without my knowledg, and againſt my will: About which time,. and before the Tryal of the 
ſaid Nichols, T petitioned his late Majeſty for ſome ſupply to carry on the Aﬀayre; which be- 
ng refered ro the then Lord Cheif-Barxon, his Lordſhip Reported as followeth, ( viz.) 


PU 
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May it pleaſe Your Moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


In Obedience to your Majeſtics ſecond Order of Refferance bearing, date the 2cth. of 
December aft, hereunto annexed; I have conſidered of the Matter thereby te 
me Refered, and have diſcourſed with the Petitioner about his Charges and Ex- 

Y | | pence, in proſecu'ing the Tranſporters of Wooll , the which he hath reduced to 

| ſome certainty, and putit into writing, and hath alſo made Affidavit of the Trath 

4 thereof ;, the which 1s likewiſe hereunto annexed, whereby it appears that during 
| | theſe 4 Years laſt paſt, wherein he kath brought into your | Majeſties Exchequer 
| | about $o0Ool. more than in former Tears bad been received, be ha'h Expended 

; 

| 


near as much, but there be many more Irform.uo0ns ſtill depending, if proved may 
bring in a grater Summ; But without ſome ſupply at preſent from your Ma- 
I jeſty he will not be able to proceed with them ; if therefore your Majeſty be pleaſe 
| ed to give your Petitioner 3 00l. it will courage and Inable him to proſecute the 
Informations depending. And if he ſhall Tonvuilt the Offenders, . he will be capa- 
ble of your Majeſties further Grace and Favour, all which I moſt humbly ſubmit 
wnto your Majeſtics fudgment. | Foy 


— — — ——C MK 


January 34. 1677. | | Bd: Turner. 


Tn which Report it doth appear that I had then expended $oo!. and ordered Zoo!.-in part 
until other Proſecutions brought in mare Maney. in a farther purſuance of the ſaid Offenders, 
Iexpended about 1 50t. more, and the very Fees, Attendanc\s, and Gratuitys to,recieve the 

001, colt rhe 5$ol. fo that I had then but 100/l. towards my 8oof, And tho? I had proſecuted 

vetal Offenders ( viz, ) Indifted ſome at the Ailizes and exhibited divers Informations in 
the Exchequer againſt others, yet notwithſtanding, partly by Compoſitions of the Officers, and 
partly by an A of Parliament for a general pardon, T was then ſruſtrated of my deſtgn, and 
prevented recieving the Balance of my Accounts, befides which being then complained a- 
gainſt by ſome, for uſing a Millitary Power, (viz) a party of Horſe in that Aﬀayre, though -on- 
ly for the preſervation of my own and others Lives, inexectition of the known Laws; I was 
forced to decline that ſervice at that time in Kent, theeffe& ofall which was, that great quan- 
rities of Wooll was then exported, as well from Ireland as from Kent, which is confirmed þy 
the following Leter, part of which I have before incerted to prove the effe& of my firſt at» 
rempt, the remainder follows, ( viz.) | | | | 

Both Engliſh and Iriſh W021!, Raw and Kembed abounds much in theſe Countrys, and for the Kymbed 
wooll, moſt of which comes from Dover 2nd Catiterbury Tranſporters: Callis, Dep, St. Vallerys, 
"i Abliveite, Amens, Dunkirk, Oftend, Bridgees,. Zealand, Rotterdam, a»u4 Ghenr, all over 

; theſe Provin:ts, 'tvery place 3 choaked with it ; jo that you may eaſ6.y ſee how inſenſibly thiſe Dover 
and Canterbury Tranſporters, draw the Kingdoms Hearts Blood fronthem; 1 could ad much more- of 
the great ben: ſit our Ne:ghooves receive by it, which proves tean abſolute Ruine ; But I guts you can as 
eaſely comprebend my Meaning, as if 1 bad further enlarged. _ * ERR ES | 

. In « word France yejects or Fabrichs at this day, preſuming that they ſhall ver want our Waoll 

f to make thetr\own fartaftich Fabricks, which are ſo variable, as yuts @ great ftop to the Currant de= 

wmnd, that uſed to be of or more ſolid Fabricks, for thty will pretend to give the Mode to all the world; 
| and 
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and [o by this means, in time, all the World will be diſgufitd with our Febriths, when by Cooſiquence, 
they ſbail receiu« the Mode ſrom the French z confider of #his 1 pray, that ſo there may be ſome ſpredy 
remedy. 


Which Leter is. confirmed by two other in theſe words, {viz.) 


we bave hert a miſtrable Tarviff lalely come forth, that Taxes Serges at 25, Cloth at 4o, Cotttns, &c. 
at 10 Florens per, Loo weight, the mijtry 55 the great quantity of Wooll that 3s flolen ſrom England to 
France, 


So repeating the ſubſtance of the former Letter only differing expreſſions, and more large, 
concluding in the lait thus, ( viz. ) | 


The French are now got into a way of makeing a low price ſort of Cloth, called Searg de Berry, 
which comes as che1p as Northern Cloth, its about 5 quarters broad; they have ſu much,; in which th 
bare Cloathed a great number of their Souldiers, and all made of Engliſh and Iriſh wool, | 


After the Aiſizes were over, I went again into Kent, and aboad ſome time there, looking 
after the Exporters,” on the >ea Coafts I tound 2 Veſſels near Hy:be appointed, and lying ready 
to_carry, away Wooll, one of which:1 had-been informed had done little elce for a long time, 
of which /itzn Bayly before mentioned was Maſter, the other Veſiel was new built by another 
perſon oſually employed m that defign, hut nothing was attempred whilſt I was in the Country: 
But having occafion-to:come to Lon4on, I gave notice of the Deſign ro two ſeveral Officers, by 
me. appointed to be vigaleur, who Seized 12 Packs of the Wooll deſigned to be Tra nſported 
in one of the ſaid Yeſels, being brought down co the Sea fide, ready to be thip'd off, and ſe- 
cur'd in the Houſe of one Nigholas Davis, and afterwards part of it was reſcu'd by the Inhabi- 
tants; who roſe in the night with Weapons, to rhe number of 20 Perſons, and wounding the 
Otficers,carry'd away 8 ot the ſaid 12 Packsbut afterwards the ſaid Nicholas Davis was taken and 
ſecured, in order tothis Tryal. 


: Fhereupon the ſaid Nzcholas Davis, t ether with Thomas Knight and Thomas Stoney, all three 
Inhabitants of Kumnty-Ma EWereDy We profernred at Mari me Summer Aflizes 1671 for 


Tranſporting Wooll, where they were alſo Tryed and Convicted thereof ; and the ſame Aſſiz- 
es, together with the ſaid Edward Nichols, formerly convicted, were burnt in the Hand, as 
may appear upon! Record. | h 


Theſe are to Certifie.-'tharat the General Goal delivery holdenat Maidi:'ne, in the County 
of Kent, the 12th;of March in the 24th, Year of His now Majeities Reign 1671 Edward Ni- 
chols Marrintr was convitted of Fellony for Tranſporting of Wooll ; And that -on the firſt Day 
of 412u? in the 24th. Year aforeſaid, Thomas Night, Nicholas Devis, and Thomas Stoner, were 
convicted of Felony for .the like Offence. 

Thcſe are further to Certifie, that Ym. Carter Gent. did on His XMajeſties behalf attend the 
reſpe&ive Tryals of the ſaid Vzabols, Night, Davis, and Stoner, for the reſpeftive Felonies afore- 
faid, anddid then manage the reſpedire Evidences againſt them, and thereupon cauſe them 
to.be proſecuted and convidted for- the faid Felonies as aforeſaid ; given under my Hand, the 
22th, of April-1676, and in the-28:h.: Year of our Soveraign Lord Charles the Second, &c. 


Tho. Lee 
Clark of the Aſlizes. 


Theſe Proceedings being *carryed on in the Tntervale of Parliaments, at the next Seſſion 1 
procured and ſolicited a Bill to-paſs, ſo farr as to be read twice, refered and engroſled /in the 
Houſe of Commons, being tn12 Subſtance of that Bill before mentioned, broyght 1n oy =_ 

or 


Tord Keeper Bridgnay, but by the Means of one Mr. Fran:is Monk, wk qty rome on pur- 
poſe to uſher in another Bill of his projeRting, pretendedly to obſtru, bur intencedly to en- 
courage the Exporting Wooll, as by a Draught of the ſaid Bill it (ſelf is ready to be made 
the Year 167*, the ſaid Mr. Monk Solicites another Bill in the Houſe of Commons ; 
prerending thereby to make the Laws more pratticable ; but intending to Fepeal the ſirength 
of the Ac 1n the 14th. Year of his late \'ajeſties xeign, which Bill Leing Committed, ani al». 
moſt paſt the Commirree( I being ſo much diſconraged for want of Money, that Thad little In- 
tereſt in the Clarks ) nevertheleſs watching his Motion, did get a, worthy Member to move 
the Committee, to appoint ſome Merchan's and Factors to attend them, and ro the end, for 
that time adjorned, by which means I prevented his deſign that Day: And in the mean' time 
printing ſome Reaſons againſt the Exportation of Wooll, for the Information of the Commit- 
ree. betore their next Meering ; wherevpon his Bill was rezeRed and laid afide. 

Aſter which time little was to be dove ia Pailiament, for 3 or 4 Years, by reaſon of other 
things then Tranſacted. ; 

But about he Year 1682, Mr. Monk Petitioned the late King in Council, to have a Com- 
miſſion Empowring divers Perſons to put the Lawes in Execution againſt rhe Exporration of 
Wooll, ſome of which Perſuns came to my Houſe in the Country, upon the Prerei:ce that 
ſome Gentlemen ar # bite. H:/l, being - illing to undertake the buſineſs, ant hearing that T1 had 
ſent ſome time in that Afﬀaire, defired my Ailiſtance, and to. give them a Mecring, which 
accordingly I did, an had ſevera} Meetings with the Gentlemen, till I was informed by ſome: 
of them that Mr. Monk v as concerned: Upon which notice I told the Gentlemen, thr the 
Proje& laid by Mr. Monb would nor do, and atlviſed them to ſpare their Money, and ſo part- 
ed: But notwithſtanding my Caution, they did proceed upon the ſaid Petition before men- 
tioned, vnrill their whole Defigne was laid afide, as you will find by the following Reffe- 
rences, and Reports thereon, (v2. ) | | SY 

By an Order of Council dat=d the 21 ft. Mer:b 1682, and the Reports from the ! ops Com- 
mittee of Trade, G&c. made tohis late Majeſtie upon the Petirion of Francis Mont and: others, 
praying a Commitlion to put 1n Execution the Laws Prohibiring the Tranipor tation of - Weoll, 
&c. Informing his ſaid Majeſtie that there were very great abuſes in-unlawful Exportations of 
that kind, which were of pernicious conſequence,-and that the fitncſs of the Commitlioners 


to be imployed in that Atayre, and the cautions to be uſed therein, were refered to the late 


Lords of the Treaſury to conſider of, for the better putcing of the Laws in Execution. 

The marrer of the ſaid Order of Council, with other Papers and Propoſals, made by the 
Petitioncrs, were referred by their Lordſhips, to the Commillioners of his ſaid Majcſtics Cul- 
w@mes ; who by their Report dated the &rb, of Zune 1683 do approve thar ſome Verſons be 
appointed for that Service, under:ſuch Authority as ſhould ſeem n.cct: And that the Perſons 
to be intruſted-ought to be of known. Honeſty. - | 

Alſo the whole Mater aforeſaid was referred to Mr. Attoraty Genera', who made his Repore 
concurring with the Commitlioners of the Cultomes ; and he further adds, thze Security 


ſhould be given, that upon'Serzures no Compoſitions ſhould be made without Lycence. 


After which, 'the whole matter and Reports being referred ro the Company of ' Mrrchang 
Adventuroys.of England; they Reported that all Perſons, that- ſhall faithfully endeavour 
to binder the Exportation of 4 ooll, E5-. as aforeſaid ( without connivance to che; Offenders, 
or ſinilter regard to themſclves.) oughr-to be encouraged; for. as wvch as the: Exportation is 
becomea National Miſchicf, and threatens the utter Ruine of the Woollen Trade, if not time- 
ly prevented ; thit ſeveral Neceſſitous + crſons, having been formerly Conmillionared, «tudys 
ing their own Profit, inſtcad of hinderiog the (aid Exportaticn, have rather Atliited and Pro- 
mored, than Prevented the ſame. 

Which Reports being Read by their Lordſhips, and the Anſwer of Mr. Moy , were ſent the 
10th, of -M:rcb 1683 to the ſaid Company for their further-Confideration ; who in April 1684 
ſent for re t9 attend chem about the whole matte» 3 who after ſeveral meetings with a Cone 
n.it ec of the ſaid Merchants Advinturers, Levant 'and Eaſt-Land Companys, I attended the 

- Sea- 
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Sca Coaſt with 2 Men, one on Board Captain Brown, and another on the Shore, by which 
great quantitys of Wooll were Seized and Condem'd, and much more prevented from being 
Exported that Summer, than was Seized or Condemned. 

The ſaid Monch and others Exhibiting again further Propoſals for the carrying on. that Ser- 
vice,on the 4th.of April 1684,the ſame were trauſmitted to the Commilſioners of the Cuſtomes, 
who the 25th. of the ſame Month, Reported that they did look upon thoſe men not fitr to be 
Imployed 1n ſogreat a Truſt, notwithſtanding they produced the Certificates of ſeveral Cly- 
thiers, &c. Purporting their defire that the ſaid perſons might be 1mployed in that Service, 
which Clothiers &c, So Certifying they found to be generally mean Perſons,not to be credited 
in a thing of that Nature and Conſequence: and requiring the ſaid undertakers to produce Ccr- 
tificats from known Merchants, Blackwell-Hall FaRors &c, they declined to do the ſame. 

The ſaid Company of Merchants-Adventurers of England, made their Report on the Pa- 

- pers. ſent the Commiſſioners the 1th. of March 1683 wholy againſt the undertakers, for that 
they deſigned their own private profir, more than the effectuai carrying on the 1nrended 
Work; and the ſaid Company were well aſſured that 1f the undertakers could have no gain 
at all, Honeſtly, they would of neceſſity miſs the main deſign of their undertaking. 

Upon all theſe Tranſations there was a Petition drawn up by me, and exhibited to the ſaid 
Lords of the Treaſury by ſeveral Clothiers and FaQors of the Woollen ManufaQure within 
the Countys of werecher, Glocefter, Somerſet and Wilts; and taking notice that the undertakers 
weredeſigning to-obtein ſuch a Commiſſion as aforeſaid, upon ſuppoſition that they were there- 
unto encouraged by many Thouſands of the Woollen ManufaQurers,the Petitioners difownany 
ſuch Power,and do therein Pray that the propoſals,being matter of weight,may be recommended 
to the Zamburgh, Turkey and other Companys, whom the Petitioners were afiured would 
_ ſuch methods for effe&ting the ſaid Prohibitions, as may be moſt effeual and 
uccesful, 

Upon witch Petition rhe ſaid late Lords of the Treaſury cauſed Letters to be written to the 

- ſaid mabiagencs in the ſaid Letters what proceedings had been made therein, and 


alſo ſending Coppys thereof; did in the ſaid Letters deſire the ſaid Companyes or ſome of their 


- 


members-ro meer together to pernte 5 l les and Methods 
as they ſhould judge proper and ſufficient for the effeCtual reſtraint of the Exportation of the 
ſaid Commodity 3 and in the ſail Letters defired the ſaid Companys to ſend their Reſolution 
thereon in writing; as alſo whether they or any of their Members would be willing to cngage in 
the Care of ſeeing the Laws for Prohibrting the Exportation of Wooll obſerved. 

A Committee of each company mertt,and the Letters and Papers being Read{ and my Pro- 
Poſals for a Mzthod )all concluded it neceſſary to fiad out ſom fund propor tional o the Charge 
when adjuſted;at which time by one of the Committee ic was declared the Clothiers were ready 
for their part to contribute 1600P. Per. Annum. And it was then propounded that'the ſame 
ſhould be farther communicated to other Merchants trading for France, Spain, Portugal, &c. 

for to procure lik<wiſe their affiſtance, And it was alſo agreed by the ſaid Committees at 
_ next meeting to come Prepared with refolutions how much each Company would 
raiſe. | 

Att which meeting the neceſſary Charge was brought in to amount to about 40coP. - Pex, 


Anuum ; after which time the Factors of Blackwe!ll-Hall, 1n behalf of the Clothiers entred into © 


a Voluntary Subſcription of 2d. Per. Cloth, 1d. Per. Serge, and ſo Pro Rato, to rayſe their 
1600P. beforementioned, for 3 Years. 

The Merchant Adventurers of England, agreeing to contribute 3ccp. Per. Annum for the 
like time, and other Companys, by their Deputys agreeing likewiſe to contribute in propor- 
tion to their Trade in the Woollen Marufatture, = ; 

Theſe Subſcriptions being entered into, the Difficulty lay how to Colle it; the Parliament 
then ſuddenly meeting, a Bill was drawn up by me, corre&ed by Council, _ approved of by 
the then Lord Treaſurer, whick Bill, had nor the Parliament been Prorouged, and I ſtraitned for 
want of Money, would probably have paſſed intda Law, there being nothing on my part 
wanting in Solicitation, | | TE 
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| That fayling I Petitioned his Majeſtie for two $100ps to beemployed for the preventing Ex- 
portation of Wooll ; and tho' there was ſome Oppoſition to 1t, yer his Majeſtic was Gractouſly 
pleaſed to give Order to Sett out the ſaid Sloops 1n that ſervice, and the Care for their dy- 
re&ion being commirted to me, I did accordingly undertake it : and whillt the Veſels were 
Preparing at Dover ſent over a Man to Calice to make ſome difcovery, which he cffefvally - 
did, and aſſoon as one of the Veſſels were rcady, I went to Sea in her, and ſent for my Man 
to come ſrom Calice, fearing he might be diſcovered, an1 had he not haltenzd at the receipt of 
my Letter, in all probability he might have b:en Killed; for another Perſon was ſct upon in 
Calice as ſuppcſing him to be wy Man, andwas like to have been Murdered, had not his Land- 
lord reQified the Frin:h-Aens miſtake ; Mceting my Manat Sea in the Packet-boar, we took 
him on Board, and by his diſcovery we took ſeveral French Shallops before we came 1nto Do- 
vir, an41 tho” great Oppoſition was made in the Exchequer by many Claymes and other vex- 
atious motions there, to diſcourage me ; yet I proſecuted, and condemned thre in Michalmas 
Term 16985, andcauſed more to be Seized at rhat time, which afterward were proſecuted to 
Cordemnation;and in the middle of December 1 took a Jorney into the North, leaving my Man 
at Dover, to obſerve my dyreC&tions whilſt abſent. The Exporters contriving how to hinder my 
deſign, had got a Quo minis out of the Exchequer againſt him for 5oo!. in the name of Fobn 
Noble, a Perſon that he never ſaw or heard of before, and kept it in their hands above a Month, 
that they might ſurely fix him in Priſon, becauſe the Veſſels were diſcovered by him( 1 hav- 
ing ſent.him privately to Calice for that purpoſe ) and alſo the Information Exhibited in his 
name, tho? the Forfiture of forreign Veſſel are wholly the Kings. And before they executed 
their Quo minus, ſome of them made Aﬀdavir and ſent jt up to London, and moved the Court 
of Exchequer the firſt day of the next Term ( viz ) 22th. of Zanuary 1685 for an attachment 
againft him, under pretence of a Contempt of an Order of Court, for not delivering. of a 
Veſſel Seiſed and not Condem'd ;, and an Attachment was awarded againſt him, unleſs he 
ſhewed Cauſe to the contrary in five or fix dayes; and that he might not be capable of ſhew- 
ing Cauſe, . the faid Exporters, aſſoon as they heard of an order of Court, Arreſted him \and 
carryed him a Priſoner to Dovey-cufte, npan tho gnoll Aﬀtion; but Mr. Breton the ColleRoriof 
Dover, believing it to-bea ſham Aion, deſigned to Bayle him, till 7:/iam Eaton'( one. of the” 
contrivers ) ſenthim a Letter to diſſwade him, aſſuring him it would be proved 'a Real Debt 
fohe was forced toly in Priſon. + 2 SIR 14.4 

About this time coming home I was informed of the Order of the Court of.Exchequer, and 
the next day, I did appear my ſelf1n the ſari Court, and owned the proceedings of my Man, 
as done, by my Order, and therefore would be lyable to the Judgment of the Court for what he 
had done,, and fent for him up to anſwer, not Cooying him then to bea- Priſoner in Dover--. 
Caſtle; bur being informed of that, I moved the Court upon an: Aﬀidavit, and got-a friend 
with me, and we become Bayle in Court, and removed him - by Hebeas Corpas : ſoall that: 
buſineſs. fell ta the ground ; till afterwards having gott him a Priſoner- att Bx/loize In France, 
they proceeded again{t him on a feigned Action in the Crown Office, and would have 
brought it to Tryal art Maidſtone Ailizes, but I ftoptit at Mr. Attorny-Generals, 
. After which time, upon the encouragement ot the Contribution before mentioned, there 
were fitted out two of the beſt of thoſe French Veſſels which Thad gott condemned ; and toge-- 
ther-with the afſiſtance of thofe tw., Sloops his Majeſtie( upon my petition ) had Set our,” there 
has been aboue 20 Veſſels ſeized and condemned? and divers parcels of Wooll, befides great- 
-- 0p calt over board by the Exporters, that they and their - Veſſels might make their 
eſcape. 

But in the midſt of theſe TranſaQions the late Lord Treaſurer hearing little from the Mer- 

chants, after his Majeſtie had ſetr out the two Sloops before mentioned, his Lordſhip by his 


Letter dated the 1 5th, of March 1685, to the Com any of Merchant Adventurers of England, 
preſtthe ſaid Company, to conſider what his Majeſtie had done, in ſetting out two Sloops as 
an encouragement for them to proceed; and ef what evil Conſequence Delayes were in that con 


cern. To which the ſaid Company, by the:c Letters of the 25tb, of the ſame Month, in- 
, formed 
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formed his Lordſhip what progreſs they had made in that matter ; and that for their ſhare 


they had reſolved to contribute Zool. Per 4nnum for 3 Years; as the Factors had for their Clo- 
thiers, by their Subſcriptions of 24. Per. Cloth ( and for the better carring on the ſaid Work, 
had ordered two Sloops that had been taken and condemned by me, to be fitted our for 
that Service ) though'other Merchants had not come to any Reſolution in that matter, how 
much they would contribuce. Upon the Receipt of this Lerter his Lordſhip dire&ed Letters 
dared the 3oth, of the ſame month to the other Companys,, to inform them what progreſs 
the ſaid Company of Marchants j Adventurers had made, ®#c. Whereupon the ſaid Com- 
panys ( or moſt of them ) gave apſwer to his Lordſhip of their readineſs to afliſt proportiona- 
ble to their Trade, for ſo gooda Work; Copies of which Letters were ſent to the Merchants 
Adventurers, by Mr. Guy, the 10th. of 4pri} following ( viz. ) 1656. 


And having, as before mentioned, cauſed not only ſo many Veſlels and great quantities of * 


Wooll to be condemned at my own Charge, - tho* in the Officers names, ard intending to bring 
up the Wooll to London to be ſold to Clothiers, ( ir being generally ſold before by the Officers 
to the Exporters ) ſome of the the Officers refuſed to agree therto, becauſe it would yeild 
more mony at Dover: upon which in May 1686, I wrote to then Lord Treaſurer the matter of 
Fat, and his Lordſhip by Mr. Gzy ordered the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtomes to 
dire& their Officers to permit me to take the Wooll as appraiſed (I paying the Charge ) 
and bring it up to Z9ndoy, to be ſold to the Clothiers. In purſuance thereof, after 1 had 
condemned the Wooll at my own charge, and paid the King's moiety into the Exchequer, and 
remitted money to Dover, and paid the Officers moltety, with all their charge there, I 
ordered it to be brought up: And having ſetled things at Dover, as I thought well, and ex- 
hibired ſeveral Informations in the Exchequer on the Forfietures of 3s. per. Pound, and pre- 
pared to Proſecutp others on the Statute of the 14th. of Charles the fecond, By this means 
ſo great a ſtop was put to the ſaid Exportation by theſe Proſecutions, that Wooll did riſe in 
France above 30. aps Cent. in 6 months time, ( vzz. ) between 7anuary 1685, and July 1686: 
After which I took a Jorney into the North on the Borders of Scotland, in order to prevent 
the miſchiefs in thoſe parts; but whilſt there, was informed, that ſome of the Officers of the 
Cuftomes in confederacy with the Exporters, did endeayour to obſtrut my Proceedings, 
which they had been a long time contriving. TIN 7 RP" 

And whilſt I was in the North, was informed that the Wooll I had, condemned for the Offi- 
cers in their own Names, and paid all the Charges, and running the risk of bringing it up to 
London, as before mentioned, was by one of the Officers ſold by ſome under hand means, 
and he received part of the money for it, which T had fully paid him for before, and ſo went out 
of Town, which occafioned a great Controverſy betwixt my Friends here, ({that had ſapplyed 
me with money, and to whom the Wooll ſhould have been delivered ) and ſome others : This 
coming to the Ears of the Exporters at Canterbury and Dover in few hours; for their enGurage- 
ment ( as well as it came to me in the North for my diſcouragement ) their Plot took effe&, 
and ſo from that time, (viZ.) Auguſt and September 1686, the Exporters revived their old Trade, 
that ina little time ewenty thonſand Packs were exported : The forementioned Officer was 
Commander of one of the Sloops that Thad prevayled by Petition to his Majeſtie to fit out, 
and wonld have been put out of his place through his folly long fince, and the Sloop laid 
aſide; had not I through the importunity of his Friends born with him, a nd kept him in ; by 
which means the advantage he hath received thereby, cannor be leſsithan 6ool. in.2 Year and 
halfs rime ; but having for, ſome time left him to his own condudt, he is through his Folly 
and Knavery diſmiſt from his employ. 

At my return from the North, the firſt thing to be done was to get my man out of Priſon, 
but 1n little or no Capacity to hinder the ſaid Exportation from Kznt, the 2 Veſſels before 
mentioned that were put out, being laid up, having neither Power to Seize Wooll, nor Col- 
le& money to-proſecute the Offenders. 

After which time I Petitioned the then Lord Treaſurer to Impower the ſaid Companies, 
Fa&ors and Clothiers, e*c. that had entered into a voluntary Contribution; that they might 


be ina condition to carry on ſo good a Work, the Perition being referred wo the CommilÞo- 
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ners of the Cuſtomes nothing was done; this attempt fayling 1 Petitioned his Majeſtie in 
Council, ſome time after to the ſame effcH, at.nexinga Copy of the Commiſſion to Chriſts 
Hoſpital bctore mentioned), which being referred to the Lords Commililioners of his Majeſty's 
Treaſury about February 1686, their Lor:\ſhips referred the whole to the Commiſſioners, 
25 before the late Lord Treaſurer had done, and there it reed. 
Nevcrthelets, tro" I could not «o what I would, yet I n-gle&ed no opportunity I was capa» 
ble of ;tor hearing that there was a deſ:;gn privately to procure a Licence to Export 6560 Baggs 
of Wooll from [icland; which might contain 20000 Packs : the Names of the I erſors being 
given to me, I went immediatly ro Mr. Attcrney Generals, Treaſury, Secretary of .State and 
Sig.et Offic 5, and exrcred Caveats at each Office 3 ai.d a Friend of mine wrotea Letter roa 
Worthy Merchant and Gentleman in the Country, who did 1mirediatly, with ſome other 
Gentlemen wrice to a great Miniſter of State 3- who was pleaſed to anſwer as followeih, (viz.) 


Gent|cmen, 

Ycurs of the feurth Inſtant was conveyed to me laſt night, 
while I attended his Majeſtie at C:uncel, which I immediatly communicated : Boih 
His Majejtie ad we that 94d the bonouy to atteud him were all ſurpriz..d.ihu the Ma- 
licrons Faice R: poris that you ſeem to ]rſinnate, had obteined credr: in your Neigh- 
beu. hood. of Hi: M-jeſhies Intentions, to gre Licince for the Tra» jportation of 
Iriih Wooll ro parts b-yond the Seas : Ir hath been ſo farr from His Majcſties In: en- 
rzcxs, that Fle las loig ago given ftrifÞ Orders, both ro His Admiralty, and in His 
ſeveral Ports to uſe their utmoſt endeavours for the firifÞ Profecucon of all Off enders 
zn that kind, end bath further given dircitions to the Officers of the Cuſfomes, to 
atve their utmoſt aſſiſtance in the Aﬀair : But ſ r your ſs'isfaition the King Com- 
manded me to let you krow His Royal Ple:ſure the:ein, and that He expefts You to 
take Care that His Royal nie tions may be male Publich 

I have alſo in Command that the Fuſtices of 41;[izer, do take eſpecial Care to ſa- 
tisfy the Country in this particular ; ſo Gentlemen havin; no more at. preſent to trou- 
ble yeuy 1 crave leave to Subſcribe my jelf, &c. 


London 14th. £<b./1686. 


After which time ſome of the Officers in further purſuance of their deſign. to baffle me in-my 
proceedings for futur. ,upon the alreration of rome perſoas in Offic2 ſo repreiented mezthat I was 
rendered thereby wholly uncapa'le of any thing, and by ſome greatly reflc &ed on, *t 11} had 
pre* ailed by the means cf iomre «minent Mercharts, to have a hearing before-the Lords Come 
mithion«rs of His Miajeſtres Treaſury : At which hearing it was judged reaſonable, I ſhovid be 
re-1mburſt m+ Charge in chat Service, and ordered to bring my Accounts, and Certificates 
from *r, Kob, Howar, hat money was brought 3nto the Exchequer by my Proſecutions; 
which heing do.-e, an:i their T.ordſhips referrin:; the whole matter to the Commitſoners of 
Cuſtones, in .Yay 1687, upon receipt of which, the Commitfioners were pleaſe ro dire& 
Letters to the Officers, / in whoſe Names I had proſecuted and paid in the money, as before 


'mentioncd ) to know whither they 43d own what I had done, ani ſome o: them, (even 


theſe very men, that I had diretcd how to Seize, and undertook torunn the risk, as be- 


fore mentioned, for their Advantage ) were.not only ſo baſe as .to deny what 1 had _ 
or 


—_— OR 


LET 


for them, bur alſo guilty of. Forgery ; ſo at that time T was rendered by ſome very Obnoxi- 
ous, and at the ſame rime perplexed in the Court of Exchecquer by the Exporters ; and 
was forc-d to pay great Summs in my own defence, and particularly for one Witneſs being 
his Bayle it coſt me near 5ol. ; notwithſtanding all which, 1 at laſt recovered my ſelf in my 
Reputation, and gave Anſwer to thoſe Ctficers Letters, 2nd fent it to the Commilſioners 


as followeth. ( viz ) 


Whereas it hath been objcRed that I pretend the Proſecution of Wooll and Veſicls, when 
is hath been done by the Officers, ard » <tters are produced, which wonld ſeem to make 
good the pretence z to inſtance one for all, ( 242.) Captain A»ight's to the Commitlic ners, 


May it plcaſe Your Honours, 


The Wro!l I bave taken ard ſeized was by my own 
Endeaururs and Induſtry, Condemnea by a due Conſe of Law, and the 
Ki: g's Muycry para wihmy wn Money: Now 1 bumblypray your H onowrs 
that if ht» M-iJele p'eije to grant the Bounty, 1 may recerve it for my En- 
Cour 4,ement, | 
Your Honours moſt Obedient 
Dovr-r the gth. and Humble Servant” 
of Junc 1687. | 
| | Peter Knight. 


In anſwer thereunto, I'ſ-all annex the 4fidavitof two- of his own men, that prove, that 
Captain &7z2brwas not at Dover, at tlie time of the date of the preten'ed Le'ter ; bur at Sea 
fix Daves before and four after, and'by an Afi#477! of his Sonns, char the marter in«he Letter 


Is Falle, by which orhers ma- be judged; b-fides the matt-r of John Knight's Affidavit, I 
did, ina late parcel of Wooſl, Seized by the ſai! Capfain K'izht, Condewn' and pay the 
Cha: ge,an ' tne King's fal/Motety as It was appraiſed;yert when I S 1d it, i was forced to abate 
I. per, Vack of the Avpraiſement, and "cod to the. lois, ſingly, that 1 might not hinder the 
ringing vp the Wooll, rio? 1t yeil led more Money at Dover than here, being done before 
the Proclamation.came forth: The Truth of this Anſwer wiil appear in the following, Aﬀiga- 
vits, ( vi3) EF. 


Robe't KR dman and William Avres maketh Oath, that theſe Deponents being 
em.l:yea under (, aptain Peter Knight, ©ommander of a Sluop to prevent the 
E xportation of Weell, and having been at Sea with the ſaid Captain Knight -as 
Marin:rs, mn His Majeſties Service about tenn Days, came not. on Shore 
from Sea, till Sunday laſt : by whick reaſon they could not Appear according to 
the contents of a Suvpen1 iſſued out of this Honourable Court, requiring them to 
be at Weſtminſter on Munday laſt at one of the Clock, to give their Teſtimony 

for the King againſt Henry Culmer. Aid they could not poſſibly come to London 
before Teuſday morning liſt, and are come on purpoſe to ozve their evidence at 

the ſaid Tryal, which they apprehen4 to be,,on Thurſday, if they could not come 
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time exourh gn Munday, and they are able to prove,that the ſaid Henry Culiner 
hath Exported divers quantitics of Wool, having taken Im in. the Fatt of Ex- 
porting the ſame. 


Jur. Decimo ſept. Dic Robert Kedman, 
Aprilis 1687. Coram me, W. A. the mark of 
E. Atkins. Willam Aires. 


John Knight maketh Oath that being employed as Mate under his Father Peter 
Knight in the Service of the Cuſtomes, for about ſixteen Years paſt, he hath ob- 
ſerved that after the Seizures of Wool by the Cuſtome- Houſe Officers, the Own- 
ers of the Wool, or ſome Agent for them generally bought the Wooll of the Offi- 
cers, which afterwards was Commonly exported, and thu he hath the greater 
reaſon to believe, for that ſeveral times, when this Deponent hath been preſent 
at the Seizing of Wooll, after the ſame hath been condemned, he hath taken the 
very ſame parcels again at Sea, asit hath been Exportiag the ſecong time. 

And that ſeveral Officers, after they have Seized Wooll, have delivered it to 
the Owners, without any Proceedings therein. - 

And this Deponent further ſaith, that when his Father formerly made Seiz. - 
ares of Wopl!, he agreed with the Superior Officers of the Cuſtomes, to give them 
part of the benefit of his Seizures, beſides the full ( barge of the Proſecution t 0 
Condemnation; by which the ſaid Officers pooruy had an equal Profit of the ſaid 
Seizures, with'the ſaid Peter Knight ; bat ſince Mr. Carter bath looked after 
the Exporters, the ſaid Carter hath paid the ſaid Peter Knight all-bis Charg- 
es, in Taking, Appraiſing and Condemning the Veſſels and Wooll, and the full 

- Hhoiety thereof clear of aliCharges, and beſides when the Wooll Condemned was 
Sold for more than the Appraiſement, the, overpluſs was paid bythe ſaid Cax- 
ter to hg Father Peter Knight. 

Jur. Decimo Tertia die 
April Anno Dom. 1687. 
Ed. Atkins. 


John Knight. 


And as to the Charge in General of my diſcouraging Diligent Officers, 


In Anſwer to which, as the Aﬀidavit of ohn Kyight before mentioned, do in part prove 
the contrary: So I do Averr and ſhall make good, that in the Seizures of Wooll and Ve flels, 
that TI have undertook to Proſecute, I have bore all the Charge and run the risk, in Caſe the 
Wooll and Veſſels were not Condemned, and have Profecuted inthe Officers Name, who have 


hail the full-benefir of the- Moiety thereof, 'tho' I have been at the Seizing both of Wooll _— 


. 


and Veſlels my ſelf .. : 


And beſides the Chargesin Proſecuting and condemning the ſaid Woolland Veſſels in the | 


Exchequer, I have aGtually paid, amongſt the ſaid Officers near 200). for thejr Charges about 
Dover 1a their Seizing, Apprajſing, and other Incidents, ſeveral of which-Seizures had not I 
under” 


\, 
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undertook, the Officers would have let fall; by all which it doth appear, whether 1 have 
diicouraged Officers, and gained my ſelf; when I have within this four Years'ſpent 1000l- 
in Travailing, and 1n the ſaid Proſecutions, beſides Servants Wages and my own time, and 
keeping of Horſes,towards all which I have received between 2 and 30ol, 7 

After which time YPetitioned the Lords Commiſſioners of the Treaſury, laving before their 
Lordſhips my Caſe and Suffering 1a my Service, and what Damage His Majeſtic and the King- 
dome ſuitained thereby ; and had prepared for Tryal of a Tranſporter in Michaelmaſs Term, 
being not able to procecd and having borrov ed diverſe great Sums to carry on the Aﬀayre fo 
farr; which being referred to the Commillioners of the Cuſtomes, they ordered their Soli- 
citor to dis)ur:t the Money, upon which I proceeded, and as before caſt the Exporter ; ſom e 
time after I attended the Commiſſioners upoa the former refcreiice, who were pleaſed to make 


Report as followeth. 


May it Pleaſe your Lorcſh'ps 


In obedience to your Lordſhips commands upen the annexed Fetition, and other 
Papers of- Mr. Carters, delivered ro us by your Lerdjhips in May laſt We have 
conſidered the ſaid Petition and Papers; and do humbly Report to your Lord- 
ſhips that we have obſerved the Petitioner to have been a very Zealou: proſecu- 
tor of the Tranſereſſions, and tranſareſſors mentioned in the Petition, and that - 
pon his motion the King was pleaſed about two years ſince, att his own charge 
ro ſet out two Veſſels to prevent the Tranjport ation of Wooll, which are conts- 
ned in that Service to this day, that i: his proceedings he hath met with great 
oppoſition ard difficu/ty, and upon that conſideration be has upon diverſe occa- 
fien obtained famnurahle Reparts from this Boards..a: 4 Perſon fit to be conune 
renanced and encouraged inhis proceedings: yet we never intended that his charge 
was tobe born by the King, ſuppoſing his recompence to be out of his ſhare of 

uch penalties and Forfiturs, us be ſhould himſelf Proſecute and recover, or 
ſhould be otherwiſe contributedto him, by the Merchants and Clothiers, who 
he alledged to be willing to undergoe the Charge, and by the Account hereunto 
anuexed we find that he has run himſelf into very great Expence, and we arc 
informed that not having met with the Encouragement ' he ' Preſumed upon from 
the Merchants and others, he has much leſſened his own private fortune there- 
by. Upon the whole Matter we are humbly of opinion that he bas with great 
Heartineſs and Zeal, Proſecuted the Offenders and Veſſels, that have been 
Guilty in Tranſporting W oell, and that he hath dealt therein with al! Honeſty 
and Integrity, and we are bumbly of Opinion that the ſaid Account hereunto - 
annexea, 1s a true Account, he having offered ta make Oath of the Truth there- 
of, and we do Humbly recommend the ſame to your Lordſhips Favourable con- 
ſideration, but we cannot adviſe the diſpafing of his Majeſties part of the For» 
fiture, otherwiſe. than they are already diſpoſed by Proclamation, 
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In which Report yon may perceive my Ations and Integrity , and that IT have not a 
ceived the Money I have expended, much leſs any thing for my Time, Hazard and Labour 
nor for my Servants, or keeping of Hories theſe four Years, beſides former Disburſtments, 
part of which was before mentioned in the late Lord Cheif Baron's Report ; more *you ma r 
perceive by theſe following Lines, what I Wrote to the Merchants and Clothiers, and Prins 
ed it, as an Advertiſement to them, in the Year 1672. ( viz. ) 


A Brief Advertiſement to the Merchants and Cloathicrs, 8&c, 


*. 
$2 


_ (ineſs of my own. 


GENTLIEME N, 


Had an Intention, the beginning of the laſt Summer, ( before a long and chargeable Fit 
of Sickneſs befel me for near three Months,) to inform you in what ſtate that Aﬀair 
about Exportation of Wooll; then ſtood ; in which the Life and Death of your Trade 
x the ſubſiſtence of r:any Thouſands of Families, that depend cn that Manuſatiure, 
conliſts. 

Give meleave , (by ſome of the many inſtances I could give, ) to ccmcnſtrate, that my 
Labour, in this affair, hath not been fruitleſs altogether. l 
. Thave now been four years engaged 1n this Service: and how T have been forced, as well 
upon Travils, as Watching both by Sea and on ſhore, I preſume is well known to many 

7OU, 

And what expence I have been at, in that time, bo th ſor ſervants ard horſes, and in my at- 
tendance at Ccurt, and on the Parliament, gratuities to Sea-men, and parties of horſe, and 
for the holding, and maintaining correſpondencies in 1reland, Flanders, (fc, you cannot but 
in ſome meaſure be able ro appehend. 

And that it muſt be the greater, in that I have not ſpent ſix daies, in twelve Moneths; at my 
own habitation, With my Fricnd<s #irher ra ahate ovpences,. aren lank after any private bu. 

What damage ihave ſuſtained, by Icſing my Trade in purſuance cf this affair, is wel 
known( at leaſt ) roſome.: for, . 

When firſt I undertook this Aﬀair, I intended to ſpend only one Moneth, or thereabout 
in attending on the Parliament for a-new A&, which held me near fix Moneths ; and at the 
Adjurnmenr of the Parliament, I returned to my calling; 1t being kept on foot for me, during 
the time of my attendatice. .- . ; cos | 

But thoſe that knew my Trade at that time, know right well what opportunities of advan - 


_ tage Ticrt ſlip, 


Therefore it muſt be a great miſtake in ſome, that think I took up this Aﬀair, as though I 
had nothing elſe to doe. 

For I was iniportuned by ſeveral Merchants and Others, ſoon after the Adjurnment of the 
Parlament, to addreſs my ſelf unto his Majeſiie 1n Council, for a Party of Horſe, to be in Rym- 


_ ny Marſh in Kent, where the greateſt part of the Wooll is ſhipped fiom England; and ſome 


Frigats, for preventing the ſaid miſchief; which through kis Majeſtics favour and incourage- 
ment, I«Gdid obtain. OBS 

Upon the promiſe of thoſe Merchants, to re-imburſe my charge, I procecded, 

And had thoſe Merchants and Others, perform'd their promiſe, as ſome few did, I had 
done much more than { have, ( thongh I have left nothing undone, that I was capable to per- 
form. cr doe, conſidering how little affiftance I hat from others) and indeed, my endeavours 
in thjs buſincſs, have had ſo good ſucceſs, as to prevent many Thouſand Packs of Wooll 
from-expostation, that the effe&t evidenced it ſelf ( at that time obvious to maniy Merchants, 
from their coppeſ pondents beyond Sea, )in the riſe of Woo!] rhere and the fall here, ; 


But 
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But ſhould 5. now hereafter, for want of incouragment and attendane miſca fry, how Atuch 

:+ will wound Englands trade tothe heart, Ineed not tell you, for, ſuch is the gaine and in- 
couragemend, for the tranſporting of this commodity, tharif any imployed, or eatruſted in 
this affair, will be bribed, they need not make complaint for want of Money, I d O aſiure you: 
and if1 for my integrity muſt fall, ( and be forced to quit thes ſervice, ) after all this four years 
labour and travail, It will be no encouragement to any other Peaſen, to engage a-freh 

n. : 

" me leave toadde, that it was no ſmall grief to me, during my ſickneſs, to here of 
the many hundred packs of Wooll that were exported, ( both from England and Ireland, ) 
more than had heen at other times, which you will eafily ſee in the enſuing Petition and Let- 
ter; and my trouble was ſo much the more for as much as the Ring had given Order, a little 
before, that a Veſſel purpoſely hired, becauſe of Her ſ{wiftneſs, ſhould attend that aſlair, and 
though I had made moviday ( by correſpondante ) for intellegence to prevent that miſchief, 
| #yet I had nor Money to pay Servants, nor to encourage my coriſpondents, nor that 1 could 
find any willing or able to purſue the faid bufineſs, either becauſe of the hazard or pains, or 
expenfiveneſs thereof, The effect of: which about Michalmu laſt, occaſioned this following 


Petition, 


To the Kings moſt excellent Majeſty 


The Humble Petition of ſeveral Merchants. 


Shewtth, 2A 


| 8 ms although many ſevere Laws, have been made againſt the Tranſportation of. Wooll ; 
.nev R aldil de-4i great quaniities thereoi 
ro the greatdecay of the Cloathing-Trade of this Kingdom, and to the undoing of many thou; 
fant Families, who lived comfortably thereupon : and being through an ill cuſtom, fold in- 
- forraign parts, as.cheap as in many many places of this Kingdom 3 by means whereof, the 
Woollen Manufa&ure of this Nation, .findes but ſmall vend abroad, and dayly decreaſeth in 
price; ſo that neither the Clothier, nor Merchant, have any incouragement, in making, or 
tranſporting the ſame ;: together -with ſach great duties impoſed by the French King, and O- 
thers ; as in effe& amounts to anabſolure prohibition, [and that no purpoſe to incourage the 
Manufacture of their own Country. ) Which if by ſome effeual means, be nor ſpeedily pre- 
vented, muſt ina ſhort time, wholy deſtroy the great ManufaQure, and Staple trade of this 
your Majeſties Kingdom. and conſeqvently to the decreafing of your Majeſties Revenues, of 
the Cuſtom; and that more particularly of late dayes, a greater quantity of Woo!l, hath been 
tranſported then formerly, by reafon, as is doubted, of the connivance of ſeme Officers, aril 
eaſily compounding with the tranſporters when diſcovered, which gives great incouragement 
: to choſe Perſons, to continue in this moſt deſtruive courſe . 


To Petitioners moſt bumGly pray, that your Majti(lit, wou'd bt pleaſed to iſſue out your Royal 
Proctamation, commanding all Officers and Others, to put the Laws in execution, -h all 
may take nntice thereof : there being many poor p!ople 1mployed in ſhipping off the Woo!l, who 
pretend ignorance, and Þnow not the Pexalty of the Law © and that no compornding be made 
wth any, but the Laws'miy be ſeverly put in execution, againſt all Perſons that may be 

{ound guilty, 


- 
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And tho? I have before upon this occaſion incerted the ſubſtance of a Letter Dated, -Fleaderi . 


March the 5th. 1671, yct Icannot ware a repitition of this part of it. _ 
Str : 
F-1cccived yours of the 17 Februzyy, under Covert from &c. about the - Wooll-affair. Ihave 
much reaſon to believe, unleſs ſome are made Examples, there will be continual abuſe; 
the Commodity, both £23/4h and Iriſh, Raw and Comb'd, abound ſo much in theſe 
Countrics,: as at preſenr 1t's worth nothing. &Cc. 

Now Sirs, how both theſe do anſwer, to what was ſaid before, that unleſs this Buſineſs be 
continually attended, by ſome Perſon, that will be faithful ; there will be an inevitable 
ruine of the Clothing Trade, may bz eaſily perceived. 

Give me leave further to inform you, what great Senſe his Majeſty himſelf hath alſo of his 
Aﬀair; who hath been pleaſed to eyidence it, both by his Care and Charge, in not only com- 


manding His Troops, but ſeveral Frygots to attend upon every Occaſion, beſide his Hireing ®: 
VeFel; be alſo hath ſpent many dayes 1n Council about 1t;z and in declaring his reſolution, _ 


ſirictly ro exccute all the Laws againſt the Tranſportation of Woollan to further all rational 
Propoſals, thar can be firther made ; and did order ( vpon reading the fore-mentioned Peti- 
on of the Merchants ) his Royal Proclamatio1, to be ulued oat about this Matter. 


Now for a concluſion, Gentlemen : If this ſervice be acceptable. and that it be carryed on, 
You cannot imagine, It can be done without ſupplies. . For, you cannor expe the King - 
ſhould rake the charge of 1t wholly upon himſelf ; of which, the profit will moſtly return to }_ 


his Subjefts, Nor that I ſhould, 1f I were able, bear it my ſelf, thovgh indeed I have done ir 
beyond what my condition could well permit me ;and it's very plain,what hath been the conſe- 
quence of my being diſcourage4, and taken ( wholly off ) bur three Moaths from this Afﬀair. 

Sirs, I hope you will believe, and 1'ts but Rational, ſo to do 3 if I have ſpent ſo much of my 


time, andſtrength, moſtly upon-my own charge, with thoſe hazard I have. been expoſed to, - 


thcſe four years, in this Atlair, with that little incouragement I have received : thar if incour- 


aged but with neceſſary ſupplies, ſo that I might not be taken of my purſuit, that I might do }.. 


much more than [I have; and the rather, becauſe every thing is 'more eafie than it was at 


firſt, having diſcovered fo many Perſons,” and their wayee, andfeverat irrcuſtody, in order to . 
their Tryal, ſome Convi&ed : its Rational, art leaſt tro ſuppoſe the way fair, to put a ſtop, tos... 


this moſt deſtru&ive courſe. - 
Gentlemen, Theſe inſtances are not of ſmall import. To the whole Aﬀairs, and that the a- 


gitations about them: call for no ſmall attendance and travel; nor 1s it without its:own .. 


charges, accompanying diſpatches, 


I tave alſo given Declarations to two Perſons, for tranſporting above three Hundred packs . 


of Wooll, and had prepared Tryals with them; but-was forced to forbear two or three Terms 


for want of Aſſitance to proſecute them for ſuch Potent. Perſons, . are not caſily run down: - 


i they, and their Confederates kuow once with whome the have to doe, ( if they will not be 


bribed) and that Money is wanting to profecute, 'they can finde wayes by Friends, and Money, | 


to make Suits delatory and chargeable ; befides an cther miſchief, of raking off Witneſſes: Of 
which you will ſ-e-a Demonſtration afterwards. STE 

At'Eafter or Trinity Term 166g, one Mr. 7obn Morten proſecutes Mark Gabree in the Exche- 
quer, for tranſporting of Wooll, Theſaid Gabree removes 1t 1nto. Surry, where Mr. Morten 
brings it to Tryal, Mid/omer Aflizes following, and ſubpena's one Thomas Petlcy, who had 
been Gabrees Wooll-Kember : Morten obtains a Verdit againſt the faid Gabyee z but ſoit was 
ordered, that whereas the forfiture was three Shillings per pound, he had but twelve pence: 
and being but a ſmall parce], he loſt by 1t, . 

At Mi:baclmas iollowing, the Tryal aforeſaid, Gabree arreits Petley, by a Writ of the 
Crewn Office for Perjury, out of revenge; and to.undo him, being buta poor man, and make 
hiin uncapable of being Witnefs any more and to deter others. ; 

Art Midjnmmer Afſizes 1670, Gabree pretends to come to Tryal: but when he ſaw P etJey ap. . 


pear, ard tad his Witneſſes for his defence, hglet it fall that Allize, Fe 
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" Since Michaelmas, Seventy one, Petley is again arreſicd as aforeſaid, 
But I have now preſented hi. Caſe to his Majefty, elſe he would have been utterly ruin'd ; 
and now the ſaid Gabree is in-Cuſtody, being owner of the Wooll, taken at Gravejend, as 


aforeſaid. ; 
I ſhall conclude with a few particular Inſtances, that T obſerved in attending the Parliament, 


of which I only hinted ſome thing in page 5tb. | 

To begin with a Motion made in the Houſe of Commons 1670, when that Houſe were under 
confideration of raiſing Money for His Late Majeſty's ſupply, 1t being then taken for granted, 
that there were great quantitys of;Wooll C_ exported from Ireland to Forreign 
Parts, it was then proponnded, that a Tax of 24. or 34. per /. mightbe 1a14 upon ſuch Wooll 
for three Reaſdns, then - given, ( v:x. ) Firſt, it would make it ſo Pear to Foraigners, 

that the Engiih could under ſell them in our Manufatury, Secondly, Ic would raiſc a great 
Revenue to his aj.ſtie. Thirdly, Tt wonld be an indvcement to the Officers, to be more 
careful to look after the Cuſtome, and ſo leſs woull go: This ſeemed to many Wiſe Grave Sz - 
nators at-firſt, to be very Feſjbie, until T pave Anſwer to it, And that was thus. 

Anſw. 1. AS.to 2.4. or 3. 4. ptr pound dearer, ſignifies nothing : For if they Fnrter 10 Packs, 
there (hall go of a t 00 Packs Unentre:l,  Eurgrant it did all pay that Cuſtome there in 1reland, 
it pays no Ciſtome when 1t's Imported in Hol:an{, Flanders, or Frances; and then to conſi- 
der the Cuſtome it paid here to his Maj-ſtie upon our Woolle3 MinufaQtary, when Exported, 
which is above five poundFfor a Pack of Worited-!1n7s, Ge. and it's ſuch Wooll tha: is covet- 
ed; nd that as before the Fren:b King laying ſuch an Impoſt upon cur E221ih Woollen Manu- 
fatturics, of 20 or 3g per cent, chis overballanceth by ten parts the firſt Reaſon, and beſides a- 
bout the ManufaRors working.ſo much cheaper, which 1 humbly ſuppoſe, 1s a ſufficient Afiſwer 
to the firlt Keaſon of the Motion. . | 

Anſw.-2. As to his Majeſtics Revenue.by 2.4. 'or:3 d. per pound, is anſwered in ſhort; The 
Cultome paid as above upon the Export of our Woollen Manufa&urics, is double that Cuſ- 
tome; but the Cuſtome upon the Importation of the Produdt thereof, may- amonnx,to three 
times the worth of the Pack of Wooll; from hence may be concluded, That his Majeſties da- 
mage by the quantity that is aſſerted ro be Tranſported, cannot be leſs than one Million of 
pounds Starling ; ſo that this alſo is Anſwer-d | 

Anſw. 3. As tothe Officers inducement, Lihallanſuer in dhort;-by-avking this ſingle Queſ- 
tion, ( viz.) Whichin reaſon can be the greaceſt ſnducement, 3 d. per pound for Caltome, 
or 3 5. per pound Forfiture, of which three parts is given tothe Proſecutor, who muſt be ſup- 
poſed to be more: watchful to gain the Forfieture, than the Cuſtom for the Ring, if Shipt to 
be Tranſported, which 1s now 1n Force anq Recoverable ? Bur there was more in the bottom, 
For within a day or. two of the faid Motion, there . wasa Noble Lord did affirm in the Com- 
mittee for Wooll, rhat his Lordſhip was offered a hundred thouſand pound: Steriing, to paſs 
an Act for Tranſportarion of Wooll ; and beſides, there js a Petition. of -many years. itand1ng, 
that within this few months I had a view of, for Cambed Wooll to go off upon the ſame pre- 
tence as before 3, al!edging it 1s courſe Wooll, and not.for the Clothier, It's true, that it is not 
fir for Cloth, bur it is for Worſted-ſtuffs, and Stockings, which is as prejudicial, if got more 
than Clothing Wo2ll. | 

By which that motion fell to the ground, butſome time aſter the petition before mention- 
ed, did appear bare Faced, of which I wrote in a Letter 10 the Merchants and Cloathiers 
( way 1636 Comprehending-what paſt in Parliament from 735 till that time, (ix, )I be- 
gan this, 

Percelving at length what T had for ſome time a ſuſpition of, tharſome Perſons at the then 
next Seſſions of Parliar:ent, did not only appear to juſtify the Fa& of Tranſportaticn of 
Wooll privatly,. but did appear publickly and1n ''rint, to afſert and avow the conveniency 
that it would-be to this Nation ; and therefore did defire, tharan A& of Parliament might be 
made for a limited Exportation, giving alſo ſome pretended Reaſons for the ſame. 

In March 1675 a Bill was put into the Han1 ofin Eminent Member of the then Houſe of 
Commons, to be brought into that Houſe, with whome I had ſome Diſcour'e, and did ſo far 
diſwade him to delay, till the following Letter prevail'd on the Fafors,. and ſome Clothizys 
then in Town, to afliſt me. Ee 
| | ic 2 P Marco | 
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March the 224. 1676 


Sirs, Having been at Weſtminſter this day, and ſpake with divers Members, I find the Argu- 
ments for the Exportation of Wooll, have ſo far prevailed with the Parliament-men, that a 
Bill is already put in Sr. 7. M's. Hand to bring it into the Houſe which may be done this ver 
day ( altho* I had ſome Diſcourſe with him about it and did endeavour to diſwade him from it 

The Conſequence of which, ſeeing 1t muſt rendro the utter Ruine of the Cloathing Trade, 
and ſeeing I have done the utmoſt that can be expeCted on my part ro prevent it, which is to 
draw np Reaſons effeCtually to make our the Inconyenience of it, which I haye alſo pur into 
the Printer's hand. L a 

I thoughtitmy Duty therefore, further to acquaint you, that unleſs ſome further ſpeedy 
Courſe be taken for a general meeting, to conſider how, and in what manner this Miſchief 
ſhould be obviated., I conceived the Intreff of the Clothier would ſuddenly have grown deſ- 
Ferate, ſeeing no privare or ſingle Mans appearing in this Caſe, whoever he be , can fignify 
any thing to oppoſe it. 

Tam much convinced , that not only the Cleathing Trade, but the very Intreſt of the Na- 
tion 1n general is at ſiake, and in hazzard to be utterly loſt, if this Point ſhould now be 
wholy negleed ? This I have for ſome years foreſeen, and have talked. of, but it hath nor 
been regarded, but you will find that I ſpake not ſlightly, bur on good grounds. and what 
there is juſt Cauſe to ſulpe&, will come to paſ:, if this Matter be not with Induſtry and Dili- 
gence prevented, | | 

After I had prevailed with the Clothiers to give me ſome encouragement; I did then en- 
deavonr touſe proper Arguments, and took a fit Seaſon to preſent them, when the Houſe of 
Commons was fo earneſt for the prohebiting Frexch Commodities, laying before them, thar 
the Wooll endeavoured to be limited for Tranſportation was principally intended for France, 
which proyed ſoeffe&ual for the Ends defigned ; which Arguments I refer you to for your fur 
ther ſatisfa@ion. | 

After: this was laid afide, the next Seffions of Parliament comes a Gentleman that hath 

be-n all along my Competitor ( viz.) Mr: Muzk asin p. 8 and brings in a Bill, and'prevail- 
ed fo far as to get itrcat and-<commitred, upon which .I drew up the following Petition, 
which was figned by ſeveral Merchants and Factors, viz. | 
Whereas there is a Bill depending, the Parliament whereof ſeems to be againſt Tranſ- 
' portation of Wool, the Scoze aud Conſequence. of it ( asis humbly. conceived } 
will tendrather 10 enccurageit : For whereas it is ſuopeftedinthe ſaid Bill, that 
the A mate in the 14th, Year of His Majeſties Reign, making Tranſporting of 
IWooll Felony, is ineffttual for the preventing thereof, and therefore prays the Re- 
pealing the Felony of that Att, without confirming the Teſt of that Alt, as if ma- 
king Tranfportation to be Felony did encourage Tranſporting 5 that Suggeſtion 
with all ſubmiſſion is conceived to be a great miſtake : For though it muſt be grant- 
ed ( whatever Laws have been or [hall be made ir*thiis caſe ) that ſome Perſons for 
their own Lucre ( thougo it be never ſo much 10 the Damage of the great Manu- 
faturerf this Kingdom, and notwithſtanding all the Care imaginable ) will advens 
tgre io Tranſport Wooll. Tet for ſome Years afier the Att of the 14 Car. 2. was 
in ſorce, there was a great ſtop put to the ſaid Tranſporta' ion, until woell ſo inereaſ-, 
cd in treland beyoud its Conſampiicn there and here, that great Quantities were 
 attua'ly Trarſported from thence ;, but till that Glut the Act of the 14th. Tear of 
His Mjeſties Reign ( by which the Forfeturewas Three Shillings for every pound 
of boil beſides the Woo!l forjited ) conjoyned with the AZ in t he 1 ith. Tear of 
His Majcflics Reign, was found efetiual to prohibit Tranſporting Wotlt, i” 
; ; 8 
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the Proſecutor had liberty to proſecute upon which Aft he pleaſed as to the For- 


: erture- | 
Yo! Petitioner further fleweth : That 'tis well known that the moſt part of the 
oods, which are Yearly Imported into this Kingdom, being to the value of je- 
veral Millions of pounds Starling, are no etherwiſe anſwered, but by the value 
of the Commodities which are exported hence ; the bulkofwhich conſiſts chiefly 
 #n our Wovllen- Manufatture, E 
And i: muſt be granted, that the employment of the Shipping fo this Kingdom, which 
is wholy the maintainaic.ce of the S#ame:, depends nor ( as in ſome other Caun- 
tries ) upon the Fiſhing, but upon the ſuid Manufaiture mainly and principally. 
Which therefore is at tis time the chief ſupport of this Kingdom, as that upon 
which the whole. Trade, Cuſtome, Shpping, and Strength of 1 dotb mainly de- 
perd;, over and above the empl:ymert that given to the Poor, and the price 
that is raiſed upon all forts of vittuals, and conſequently upon Land it ſelf. 
From all which i muſt naturally follow, that Woell, the material of the ſaid Ma- 
nufaittre, ought to be. very dear to us, which if we are mukeſenſſivle of our 
ſelves, the French King will teach ws ; who well underſtanding, not on:y 
wherein the intreſt of this Kingd.m doth conſiſt, but how to ſupplant it for the 
| advancement of his own, hath of late years uſed all Artifices, to acquire the 
makeing the ſaid Manuf (ture in his own Dominions wit. ohr Wooll,g.4hereby 
drawing away the ſweet Sapp and Fuyce from our Rovt, for the no SKene of 
a forreign Country , and endeavopring to ſtarve our own, in order to whieh, he 
labours to prevent th: Importation of our Manufalture, either into his own or 0- 
ther Countries, and hath tharefere laid drvers Oauxes rpon it. 
Notwithſtanding which, and tho' the ſaid deſign doth obviouſly and manifeſtly ap- 
pear, yet ſome are fo ready to centribnte to their ({ ountries Ruine, as to ar- 


grgue for, defend, promote, and encourage the Tranſportatoin of Wooll. 
Having therefore for many Years made it my Care to ſecure the Prohibition of the Expor- 
- tation of Wooll, and been ready in all places to obviate the Deſignys of thoſe, who went a- 
bout to enervate and alter the Laws made therein : I have ſpent much Time and Money in 


my Atrendances both on the King and Council at every Seſſions of Parliament : where I have. 


been conſtantly vigilent, 

I have alſo humbly repreſented to His Excellency the Lord Livetenant of rreland { now 
going thither ) the miſchief of Tranſportation of zrjH Wooll, which upon my Petition ro His 
Myyjeſty 15 refer'd ro Htz Excelleacts Care which doth appzar ia Pages the 1 2t%. 
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